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[bookmark: link_1457622588888]Finance Minister has launched new Supplier Feedback Service 
	On Wednesday 9 March the Finance and Government Business Minister, Jane Hutt AM launched a new Supplier Feedback Service. It supports Principle 6 of the refreshed Wales Procurement Policy Statement - to provide a single point of contact for suppliers feedback.
The new service, being carried out by the Policy team in Value Wales, will provide suppliers with a channel to ask questions and offer feedback on procurement in the Welsh public sector. It is hoped that the service will help suppliers, regardless of their size or location, to seek advice, resolve issues and develop a greater understanding on public procurement policy and rules. 
Launching the Service, Finance Minister Jane Hutt said:  “I want to ensure that public sector procurement in Wales is being carried out in a fair, open and consistent manner and is in line with our Welsh procurement policy. 
For more information about the Supplier Feedback Service, including its role and remit please visit www.gov.wales/supplier-feedback-service. 
To see the full press release, please visit the Welsh Government newsroom.



[bookmark: link_1457622594920]Funding Opportunities to support eProcurement Projects 
The Invest to Save (I2S) fund is a short-term pool of resources available to help public service organisation’s transform the way that they work. The fund supports the introduction of new or proven ways of working so that public services become more efficient and effective. 
Bids should be able to demonstrate:
1. that they can identify and create cash-releasing saving
1. deliver citizen-focused services
1. support key aspects of the Welsh Government’s public service efficiency and wider improvement agenda.
The types of projects supported previously include;
1. business transformation
1. procurement
1. ICT
1. new models of service delivery
Investments made from the fund are fully repayable, interest-free, with flexibility on the payback period. This ensures that the fund is sustainable and available for new projects in the future. More information, including guidance and best practice is available on the I2S fund website. 
If you would like to discuss a proposal or require further information, please contact the Invest-to-Save team on 02920 825110 or email I2Sinvestmentfund@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

[bookmark: link_1457622644304]Procurement teams win Award
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	On Tuesday 8 March, the Value Wales and NPS teams were recognised as ‘Highly Commended’ for their collaborative work on the Joint Bidding Guide in the GO Procurement Innovation or Initiative of the Year Award – Other Organisations. The Joint Bidding Guide is designed to make it easier for consortia to compete for, and win, public sector contracts.


Congratulations to all the winners and nominees. Several Welsh teams were shortlisted, and Cardiff Council were recognised  as ‘Highly commended’ GO Procurement Team of the Year Award – Local Government and Consortia. 
A full list of all the winners, can be found on the GoAwards website.

[bookmark: link_1457622648479]The Procurement Route Planner is changing….
The Procurement Route Planner (PRP) is a Value Wales website designed to promote a consistent and structured approach to procurement while ensuring key Welsh Government policies and practice are built in. The PRP provides specialist advice areas across three separate route planners for access to guidance and tools to help guide users through the procurement journey.
We will be shortly undertaking a content review of all of the planners to refresh the overall look and feel of the website. We want the new site to be easier to navigate and easier for you to find our tools and guidance documents. The main toolkits will still be available on the PRP home page however further content will be limited from the end of this month. 
We will provide updates on progress in future VW bulletin updates. In the meantime, if you have any queries please email the Value Wales Policy team
If you have any queries relating to the PRP update, please email Denise Raffill

[bookmark: link_1457622673759]Did you know that electronic procurement can help detect and reduce procurement fraud?
Procurement fraud is a deliberate deception that can happen at any stage of the procure-to-pay lifecycle in order to make a financial gain or cause a loss. It can be carried out by suppliers external to the organisation, as well as staff within the organisation. 
The nature of procurement fraud differs between the two core stages of the procurement lifecycle, pre-contract award and post-contract award.
1. Pre-contract award fraud is complex, often enabled by a lack of compliance with policy, but also involving activity such as collusion and corruption which can be difficult to detect. Electronic tools can support fraud detection (usually retrospective) through audit tracking available as reports from the system.
1. Fraud in the post-contract stage is considerably different. As contracts are already in place, most cases of fraud tend to involve overpayments to suppliers, through false or duplicate invoicing, and payments for substandard work or work not completed under contract terms.
Procurement fraud is difficult to detect; cases are rarely reported and subsequently it is difficult to measure the extent of the problem.
Electronic procurement solutions will not eliminate fraud but combined with supporting governance process and policies they can help support prevention and detection. If you would like to discuss how your organisation can benefit from the use of electronic procurement solutions please contact eProcurementService@wales.gsi.gov.uk

e-TradingWales Supplier Webinars & Surgery Events
[image: Basware]
Basware are scheduling a series of webinars for 2016 specifically designed to support the Welsh Public Sector supplier community. The webinars will take place on a bi-monthly basis and will raise awareness of the eTradingWales Change Programme and how to make best use of the tools available.
The next webinar is scheduled for Wednesday 23 March 2016. 
Title: Catalogue Management (Product Manager Awareness) 
Aim: An overview of the new marketplace Basware are rolling out to the Welsh public sector and how it can benefit the supplier community. 
 To view the first webinar please visit the Basware website.
In addition there will also be supplier surgery events scheduled at a number of locations during 2016 to ensure suppliers also have the opportunity to meet in person.
1. Bedwas                   Tuesday 19 April 
1. Llandudno               Wednesday 4 May 
Details will be communicated to suppliers through Basware, sell2wales and Business Wales but please feel free to share this information with your own suppliers.
If you would like further information, please contact your ePS lead or email eProcurementService@wales.gsi.gov.uk

[bookmark: link_1457623897859]Vacancies
National Assembly for Wales
Senior Procurement Officer     
Salary: £26,321 to £36,092                           
Location: Tŷ Hywel, Cardiff Bay
Pattern of Working: This is a temporary post for up to 9 months. Flexible working arrangements will be considered, subject to meeting the business needs of the Assembly. 
We also welcome applications on a secondment basis, provided you have your current employer’s permission in advance. 
The purpose of the Procurement Service is to support the business in procuring goods and services that represent value for money. To award and help manage contracts; to effectively manage the Assembly’s commercial risk exposure; to reduce bureaucracy in the procurement process; and to ensure propriety in our business dealings. 
The role involves bringing procurement expertise to multi-functional project teams, influencing people within functions to embrace best practice and building positive relationships with internal customers and the supply chain.
For further details and applications please visit the NAW website
Ceredigion County Council
Procurement Officer 
Salary: 20,253 - £21,530 per annum 
Location: Aberystwyth 
For an informal discussion please contact George Ryley, Procurement Manager on 01970 633050
1. Closing date:  Wednesday, 23rd March 2016
1. Interview date: Friday, 1st April 2016 
For further details and applications please visit the Ceredigion website. 

For any queries relating to the VW Bulletin, including any articles or to unsubsribe please email Hayley.floyd@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
If you would like to recieve this bulletin in Welsh please click here.
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